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The classical and colloquial language in the narrative and dramatical dialogué

Dr. Mostafa Ateia Jomaa”®

Research Summary

The Researcher sought to track the
issue of the vernacular and classical
Arabic language, taking into account what
folklore studies and popular literature
present and what the contemporary
linguistics show. It is a presentation that
aims at rooting and briefing. Then, this
issue and its effects on the theoretical
and dramatical dialogue, through the
comprehensive approach in the theatrical
and narrative in innovation, was
discussed. Therefore reaching a positive
recognition towards the issue, improves
the positive and develops the Negative,
without ignoring or negation.

Through the theoretical presentation
and existence of the Arabic dialects, and
through the flexibility of Arabic language
and its ability to survive and develop,
this was explained in the theatrical and
narrative innovation. The discussion plan
tackled three sections. In the first section
it discusses some definitions related to
the issue, concerning the complexity and
development of the Arabic language, and
old linguists view about the colloquially.
However the researcher also looked at the
contemporary linguistics and the folklore
approach to the colloquial language.

Second section dealt with the
discussion of the reflection of the
problem on the Arabic theatre whercas
the third section highlights the issue of
this problem in the Arabic narrative art.

The conclusion includes the summary
of results of the study hoping that the
study will open the discussion to this
issue regarding the development of
renewed linguistic reality.

* Ministry of Education in Kuwait.
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Computer Program

For Translating Spoken and Written language into the unified
Arab Sign language For the deaf

Dr. Ahmed Nabawy Esa *
Mr. Hamza Zaakria Abdullah **

Abstraet

The study aimed at preparation and
designing software to translate spoken
and written language to sign language
of the Arab unified for the Deaf using
the methods of modern programming.
The study followed the semi-empirical
extrapolation of the contents of many
of the literature dealing with technology
and support for the deaf and software in
the field of deaf education.

The development of communication
using sign language.

The role of software to facilitate and
meet the requirements of deaf institu-
tions of the community (government
departments. hospitals - airlines - the
courts - the schools) was dealf with.

A questionnaire has also been prepa-
red to identify views on the technical and
programmatic. educational, and metho-
dological efficiency. The program has
been applied to (50) individuals .direc-
tors of institutes for the deaf and mains-
tream schools - administrators and tea-
chers of students of deaf, and (50) mem-
bers of the Deaf high school. and (50}
members of the parents of deaf students
and some staff with government depart-
ments in Saudi Arabia. The results of
the study for preparation and designing
innovative and unique software showed.
that the response of members for the
study of the educational. artistic and

(= 3 Depart ment of special Education Faculty of Education - king Ab-
dulaziz unijversity. )

(+9) Department of Education Technology Faculty of Education - king.
Abdulaziz university.
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programmatic and methodological effi-
ciency of the program. ranged between
often. and sometimes. The percentage
of artistic and programmatic efficiency
ranged between 91% and 93% methodo-
logical efficiency of the program ranged
between 90% and 91% and the percentage
of educational efficiency of the program
software achieved to meet the needs of
deaf ranged between 80% and 88% .The
study activates the role of the software in
independent communication of the deaf
and to promote literacy. and expand the
opportunities for success in education.
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The Punishment for the Person who is Accused of Inciting
Murder in Islamic Jurispradence

Dr. Mohamed Ali Al-Hawari

Abstract

The research paper deals with the
issue of punishment infliction for the
person who is accused of inciting mur-
der in Islamic jurisprudence. The first
chapter reveals the meaning of incite-
ment to murder showing that it means to
encourage someone to acts of murder in
a particular way and behavior. The chap-
ter also presents the potential conditions
behind the conviction of incitement to
murder. It presents the chief elements of
incitement as well. The chapter explains
what is meant by the person who is
accused of inciting murder and the sur-
rounding relevant conditions.

It also presents methods of proving
incitement. The chapter reveals that one
way to prove the action of inciting mur-
der is to confess. another way is to have
the testimony of witnesses. a third one
is to collect pieces of evidence of inci-
tement to murder. and also to have the
testimony of the accused person.

The Second chapter presents the
infliction of punishment for the person
who is accused of incitement. It expo-
ses opinions of experts of jurisprudence
on the accused. whether hesshe forms
that punishment differs according to the
consequences of the crime.

The Third chapter touches upon the
circumstances that affect the degree of
punishment of the person who is accused
of inciting murder. It also reveals that
these circumstances affect the infliction
of punishment of the person who inci-
tes alone excluding the person who is
responsible for the direct incitement to
murder.

) AL Balqa Applied university . Amman - Jordan.
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Rich Vocabulary Instruction and the Reality of Teaching
IEnglish Department

Dr, Tharwat M, EL-Sakran*

Abstract

Much research has been conducted
on vocabulary teaching and learning
strategies. Some have covered several
issues pertinent to vocabulary acquisi-
tion, whereas others focused on voca-
bulary teaching and learning activities.
In some of these studies, the construct
of ‘rich vocabulary instruction’ has
occupied a group of EFL specialists.
However, no clear guidelines have been
proposed regarding this matter in terms
of how much word knowledge to give
to EFL learners, and in what context. In
this paper, the researcher argues, using
Sperber and Wilson’s (1986) Relevance
Theory, and in particular the principles
of ‘contextual effects’ and ‘processing
effort’, that these two principles could be
used as criteria for determining the quan-
tity and quality of word knowledge to
be imparted to EFL learners. The paper
concludes with some proposed activities
that the researcher has found useful in
making teaching vocabulary relevant to
students and instructors.

Key words:
Rich vocabulary instruction,
Vocabulary teaching &  learning,
Relevance.
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rning activities. In some
Introduction

Over the past three decades a subs-
tantial body of research has been pro-
duced on aspects related to vocabulary
learning and teaching. These studies
have covered various aspects of voca-
bulary teaching and learning at all levels
of education and age. Some studies have
dealt with vocabulary teaching methodo-
logy (e.g. Fisher et al. (2011); Boers et
al. 2009; Mizumoto & Takeuchi 2009;
Walters and Bozkurt 2009; Laufer and
Girsal 2008; Webb 2007). Others have
investigated vocabulary development
and growth (e.g. Crossley et al. 2009;
Manyak and Bauer 2009; Webb and
Rodgers 2009; Schoonen and Verhallen
2008; Meara 2007). Another group of
researchers have concerned themselves
with word meanings and comprehension
(e.g. Bolger et al. 2008; Cain 2007). Still,
many researchers (Nation 2001, 2006;
Nassaji 2004; McDonald 2008) have dis-
cussed in-depth vocabulary knowledge
and how such knowledge augments the
incremental process of vocabulary lear-
ning.

All of these studies, and many others,
have indeed enlightened educators and
researchers to various important issues
specific to vocabulary teaching and lear-
ning. Yet, in spite of the great efforts
exerted, the pioneering studies conduc-
ted, and the activities suggested in the
field of vocabulary acquisition, teaching
and learning, it is noticed that many, if
not all studies, have overlooked an extre-
mely important factor that has to do with
the criteria used to determine the size of
this ‘in-depth vocabulary knowledge’. In
other words, does it refer to word forms,
different meanings (i.c. literal, metapho-
rical,, et¢.), synonyms, antonyms, and
syntactical informatien, or is it just cove-
ring the meaning of any given word(s).
Uniil today there is still no agreement
amongst researchers concerning the cri-
teria to be used in determining the depth
of word knowledge that should be trans-
mitted to learners.

Background to the Study

The impetus for this study emana-
ted from my teaching experience in
teaching several English language skills
and English/Arabic and Arabic/English
translation courses to EFL students. I
have observed that not a small majority
of those students encounter difficulties
in choosing the appropriate lexical item
for the conveyance of the meaning(s)
they intended to transmit. An example of
this is what a student, once, said to me in
class when seeking permission to leave
before the end of the lecture:

Excuse me Prof.,, I want to leave
because I have a date with the dentist.

This unusual use of the word ‘date’
has caught my attention and made me
think of justifications for it. Pondering
on the matter, I very soon thought of
TEFL teachers’ methods of presenting
and teaching new vocabulary items.
Indeed, teachers in schools do not go
beyond the ‘monosemous’ (i.e. the lite-
ral) meaning(s) of words, and this, very
often, results in the students’ use of the
generic surface meaning of the word. It
is the researcher’s contention this lexical
itern, ‘date’, should have been presented
to learners in the company of other lexi-
cal items relevant to it together with the
contexts for its use. For example, if I
were to teach this word to my students,
I would definitely bring to their atten-
tion the word ‘appointment’ because
of the great relevance it bears on the
word under discussion, a point that we
will come back to later in the paper.
Bringing into the discussion the word
‘appointment’ will make learners aware
of the denotations and connotations of
these two words and, further, avoid them
possible improper use in the future. It is
thesg inappropriate uses of vocabulary
items and many countless others that
have indicated the need for this piece of
research. '
Objectives of the Study

It is the purpose of this study to intro-
duce a framework that the present writer
utilized and found useful in the deci-
sion-making process of how much word
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knowledge to cover; in what context and
when. This research uses the relevance-
theoretic approach proposed by Sperber
and Wilson (1986) in determining the
amount of vocabulary knowledge that
language instructors should impart to
learners. Sperber and Wilson’s ‘rele-
vance’ will play a decisive role in hel-
ping language instructors, and of course,
materials writers, to gauge the density
of presenting and teaching vocabulary
items to the educational levels and ages
of the learners and act accordingly.
Aims of the research

This research provides a pragma-
tic approach predicated on the theore-
tical framework proposed by Sperber
and Wilson (1986) in their Relevance
Theory. It surveys Sperber and Wilson’s
relevance theory and demonstrates how
it could be used as a framework to deter-
mine and gauge the type(s) and density
of word knowledge to be presented to
EFL learners.

Vocabulary and Relevance Theory

According to Sperber and Wilson
(1986), relevance is seen °... asa property
of inputs-external stimuli (sights, sounds,
utterances) or internal representation
(thoughts, memories, assumptions) - to
cognitive process’ (Ifantidou 2009:705).
In light of this, any input that has posi-
tive cognitive effects becomes relevant
when it interacts with other available
assumptions to yield new assumptions.
These new assumptions may confirm
and strengthen already existing assump-
tions, may lead to revisions of some
existing assumptions, or may contradict
already available assumptions and lead
to their being dismissed (Sperber and
Wilson 1986:109).

That is, incoming information inte-
racts with a context of existing assump-
tions or information in one of three
ways, yielding the following types of
contextual effects:

1. new contextual effects,

2. strengthening existing assumptions,
and

3. contradicting and eliminating existing
assumptions.

Also, for Sperber and Wilson the
degree of relevance is entrenched in
and calculated on the basis of the rela-
tionship between the degree and amount
of cognitive effects (contextual impli-
cations) and the processing effort they
require. That is, the greater the cognitive
effects, the greater the relevance of an
input. They also aptly argue that any act
of ostensive communication (i.e. an utte-
rance, a phrase, or a word) comes with a
guarantee of ‘optimal relevance’ for the
addressee (or in our case, the learner) and
should be within the addressee’ proces-
sing capabilities. This indicates that lear-
ners’ educational stages and ages must
be taken into account in the presentation
and teaching of new vocabulary items.
That is, the relevance of an utterance (in
our case, a word or a phrase) depends
not only on the positive cognitive effects
achieved but also on the amount of men-
tal (or ‘processing’) effort required.

Yigure (1) below presents a portrait
of the word knowledge that must be
imparted and transmitted to learners of
the English language. In this section, it
will be demonstrated how the principles
of relevance theory could be utilized
to account for presenting and teaching
vocabulary items in pragmatic/cognitive
terms.

Figure 1:

Effective communication in English
does not only require possessing a
large proportion of vocabulary, but also
requires choosing exactly the appro-
priate word or words that will accurately
convey the intended meaning. A tho-
rough understanding of the lexical items
of the English language does not come
about by chance. It requires the colla-
boration of all stakeholders: materials
writers, teachers, students, educational
policy makers, and students’ parents.
Unfortunately, at the time educators
and researchers call for helping lear-
ners develop well-rounded vocabulary,
it has been observed that a big majority
of TEFL teachers still only provide stu-
dents with very little word knowledge:
Their main focus, most of the time, is
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on the surface literal meaning of the
words they come across in the students’
prescribed textbook. Developing well-
rounded vocabulary means covering all
aspects (see chart above) that will gua-
rantee comprehensive word knowledge.
However, the amount of information to
be given to students should be relevant
to their age and mental abilities. In other
words, the teaching of vocabulary can
be fine-tuned to suit the age factor of
the learners; that is, word details can
be made more or less depending on the
absorption power of the learner.

Take the following example. If I, for
instance, were to teach the word ‘claim’,
for instance, to ten-year-old non-native
learners, 1 would only focus on four
aspects of this word: phonological,
semantic (literal meaning only), gram-
matical, and syntactic. However, for a
secondary school learner, I would focus
on all of the above mentioned aspects in
addition to providing them with pragma-
tic and contrastive linguistic knowledge.
In this latter case, I will stress more the
pragmatic force of the word ‘claim’ as
a verb and as a noun, in addition to the
agentive noun ‘claimant’. For instance,
I may give the learners two different
contexts for the verb ‘claim’ as follows:

The minister of transport in the United
Arab Emirates claims that the ministry
has assigned 2 billion Dirhams as incen-

The eye witness claims that the taxi
driver hit him on the head.

These two examples will be enough
to illustrate the connotations associa-
ted with each use of the verb ‘claim’.
This sort of practice, besides facilitating
‘contextual analysis’(Cain 2007), is in
line with Sperber and Wilson’s (1986)
argument that:

A speaker who intends an utterance
(a word or a phrase in our case) to be
interpreted in a particular way must also
expect the hearer to be able to supply a
context which allows that interpretation
to be recovered. A mismatch between
the context envisaged by the speaker and
the one actually used by the hearer may
result in misunderstanding (p.16).
Another illustrative example is the fol-
lowing:

Let us suppose that a teacher encoun-
ters the word ‘haste’ in a lesson, s/he
may decide to explain what it means
(semantic details); tell the students the
verb from it (grammar); draw their atten-
tion to the silent ‘t> (phonological infor-
mation of the verb form); bring into the
discussion a word, known to the lear-
ners, which is similar in pronunciation
(e.g. paste), ask the learners for its anto-
nym, and probably use it as a proverb in
contexts such as the following:

tives.

liguistc Knowledge |

Pronundiation [ Register
Phonemes

Minimal Pairs
*fb
Think - Sink
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More haste, less speed.
Haste makes waste.

Some teachers may even go further
and give more information on the rele-
vant words brought into the discussion,
depending on how relevant they think
this 1s. This approach can be fine-tuned to
suit the age and mentality of the learners.
In other words, language instructors can
decide how many words to introduce in a
class period, and how much information
to give in terms of the time available and
the age of the learners. They may also
decide to hold back some of the details,
if deemed above the level of the learners
or of secondary relevance as they require
too much processing effort.

This approach requires careful pre-
paration and planning from teachers
before they face the students. To get
students motivated and more involved
in the process, instructors may present
some new words to students, say one
day before class time, and ask them to
consult a dictionary to collect as much
information as possible concerning their
meaning, synonyms, antonyms, equiva-
lents in their mother tongue (L.1). This
way, instructors encourage learners to get
involved in the learning process; espe-
cially there is evidence that EFL learners
enjoy learning when they are immer-
sed in the learning process (Muddiman
and Frymier 2009). This approach mixes
what Macdonald (2008) and Seal (cited
in McDonald 2008) have labeled ‘plan-
ned’ and ‘unplanned’ vocabulary ins-
truction. The ‘planned’ part represents
the vocabulary introduced in the prescri-
bed textbook and required to be taught
by the teachers; whereas the ‘unplan-
ned’ vocabulary instruction refers to any
conscious attempt made by the instruc-
tors to bring into the discussion any
other relevant words that have a relation
with the word/words under focus. Laufer
(1997:126); Folse (2008); Manyak and
Bauer (2009} rightly argue that learning
a new word entails having knowledge
on their intrinsic properties; that is their
intra-lexical factors. These are:

1. Word form

2. Word structure

3. Syntactic pattern

4.Meaning (referential,
(connotations) and pragmatic

5. Lexical relations of the word with
other words, such as synonyms, anto-
nyms, hyponyms

6. Common collocations

All researches on vocabulary teaching
and learning agree that comprehensive
vocabulary instruction should cover all
of the above word properties to achieve
full knowledge of vocabulary items.
That is, if the learners are equipped with
all of this linguistic information, it will
help them absorb, master and appropria-
tely use the words. In Nation’s (2001:95)
words, this will make newly introduced
words “accessible vocabulary items”.

It is very surprising for me when I
teach freshmen and find that they do not
know the verb from ‘white’. Not less
surprising is the students’ unusual use
of the word ‘chest’. Indeed, the blame
should go to the instructors who first
introduced this word to Arab students.
This particular word, when introduced
to the students, should be presented in
tandem with the word ‘breast’ for the
following: The equivalent to these two
words in Arabic are the words ‘sadr’
(breast and chest). It is used as a generic
term to refer to the breast of a chicken,
a woman, and a man. In addition, it is
metaphorically used to mean the front
of something. This makes Arab students
liable to saying something such as the
following erroneous sentence:

The man was in the breast/chest of the
battle field.

Also, we should not be very surprised,
and may be burst into laughing, when an
Arab goes to a restaurant and orders a
‘chicken chest’. Another relevant aspect
of word knowledge may cover sociolin-
guistic information such as ‘gender’, ‘for-
mal’/*informal’ and dialectal differences
between varieties of English. Nowadays
there are calls to sensitizing students to
many language sensitive issues., Take,
for example, the word “policeman’. It
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is advised, when covering this noun and
many other similar nouns, to bring into
the students’ knowledge other related
words such as ‘police officer’, ‘cop’
‘catch’, etc., as these words will yield
several contextual effects for the lear-
ners through introducing new contextual
effects represented in the specific uses
of each word and eliminating possible
misuse in the future. The teacher could
even go further and use any of the above
mentioned words for the provision of
other relevant information that may help
correct wrong information the learners
may have about these words. For ins-
tance, the word ‘catch’ could be used
to bring into the students’ attention the
other lexical items that collocate with
it, such as: cold, flu, disease, thief, fish,
ball, etc. The teacher could also use
these collocation examples as a basis for
contrastive linguistic analyses between
the learner’s L1 and the English lan-
guage, especially there is evidence to
suggest that such information improves
vocabulary learning and retention (Ali
2004; Laufer and Girsal 2008).

This suggests that it is very rele-
vant to teach these two words together,
and to draw the students’ attention to
the contrastive linguistic differences
between English and Arabic. The pro-
vision of such information will help
bring into the learners’ attention new
contextual effects that were not available
before. Such information enriches stu-
dents’ knowledge and use of vocabulary
and avoids them possible negative L1
transfer.

Here are some activities that TEFL
teachers may utilize to bring relevance
into the process of vocabulary teaching
and help learners develop lifelong voca-
bulary learning:

1. Pick of the day/week/month

2. Vocabulary notebooks

3. Class wall magazines

4. Fill in the blanks vocabulary exer-
cises and Multiple-choice questions

(MCQs)

5. Link to learners’ life experiences
6. Relate to other words

7. Assign dictionary tasks
8. Growing word
9. Seck equivalents in learners’ mother

tongue
10. Field Visits to shopping malls, efc.

The following section provides a
summary of some of these activities.
1. Pick of the day/week/month

In this activity, the teachers encou-

rage students to conduct a review at the
end of the class time of the new word(s)
and the other relevant words they have
discussed. The same can be done at the
end of the week and at the end of the
month. Such an exercise will guarantee
repeated exposure to the words lear-
ned and help the students retain them.
There is no doubt that keeping voca-
bulary notebooks helps students keep
a written record of the words and their
characteristics. The evidence (Walters
and Bozkurt 2009) suggests that voca-
bulary notebooks help students retain
vocabulary items.
2. Class wall magazines

Activity 3, in addition to using newly
learned words in writing stories or any
other type of writing could also be used
for drawing things with their names or
a description underneath. This exercise
should be relevant to some learners with
drawing skills. Research (Boers et al.
2009) indicates that that using picto-
rial elements fosters recall of vocabu-
lary items and enhances forming vivid
mental representations of words; their
signifiers, and meanings.
3. Link to learners’ life experiences

In activity 5, teachers try to link the
meaning or pronunciation of the new
words to something in their environ-
ment. For example, if a teacher wants
to teach the word ‘sharp’, either as a
noun or as an adjective, s’he may relate
it to something that students may have
at home. An example of this is a sharp
cassette recorder. Other relevant infor-
mation in this context may be giving
the verb, ‘sharpen’, and the noun, sharp-
ner’, from the word ‘sharp. The teacher
may also go beyond this and mention
some other relevant lexical items that
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may collocate with other forms of the
word sharp such as ‘sharp knife’, ‘sharp
tongue’, ‘sharp memory’, ‘sharp pencil’,
etc.
4. Relate to other words

Here, teachers may relate the word
‘thief” with the word ‘rob’. This “word
pairing” (Webb 2007) exercise will avail
an opportunity for the learners to know
the fine differences between the two
words, which are notoriously confusing
for learners of English.
5. Growing word

In activity 8, teachers may draw a tree
diagram with the word (the superordi-
nate) ‘animal’, and then ask students to
list names of specific animals. In the last
activity, the teacher may ask students to
take their vocabulary notebooks and pay
visits to some department stores/shop-
ping centers and collect the names of
utensils used in the kitchen (e.g. cutlery),
or any other items. The teacher may also
assign different categories of these to
several groups of students. When the job
is done, each group selects a representa-
tive to give a presentation on where they
went and what they did. Such an exercise
will give students a sense of relevance,
achievement and satisfaction. It will also
sensitize them to how important and
relevant environmental surroundings are
in learning the vocabulary of the English
language, especially with the spreading
use of English in traffic signs, in shop-
ping males, airports, train stations, shop
fronts, etc.
Conclusion

The researcher has been using the

approach described here in teaching
a course in English lexis and several
other translation courses from English to
Arabic and vice versa, and has found it
very useful. Very noticeable qualitative
improvements have been reflected in the
students’ writing, speaking, reading and
translations. Yet, there was no follow up
study to confirm or check the residual
effects of using such an approach on
the students’ vocabulary retention. To
sum up, speaking, writing, reading and
listening in English depend on proper

understanding of the different shades
of word meanings, their various forms,
their syntactic behavior, their collocates,
register (formal/informal), etc., and any
possible negative interference from
the learners’ L1. The relevance-theore-
tic based approach to’ rich vocabulary
instruction’ (Chiu 2009; Manyak and
Bauer 2009; Schmitt 2008) opens lear-
ners’ eyes to all of these issues. To quote
Bromley (2007:536) “the goal of voca-
bulary instruction should be to build stu-
dents’ independent word learning strate-
gies that can empower them for lifelong
learning”. Inculcating such a skill in
the students requires a hard working
student, and a dedicated teacher who
knows how to get students motivated,
involved in their vocabulary learning
process and keen to learn and further
their learning. Vocabulary learning and
the strategies used in teaching should be
made relevant to the learners’ ages and
educational levels, the environment, the
syllabus learning objectives. Finally, the
researcher calls for total involvement
of teachers in vocabulary materials and
textbook writing. Also, instructors could
be given methodological advice on ways
of introducing and teaching new voca-
bulary items
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